
English B60 – Basic Writing Skills   
Book Report 
 
Reading: 

Complete reading Cinder: The Lunar Chronicles by  

Thursday, November 2, 2017 

 

Book Report: 

• Based on the novel, Cinder: The Lunar Chronicles, write a 1½ pages to 2 page essay that 

gives a brief summary of the novel and that discusses one of the characters in the book and 

his or her importance.  

• The bulk of your essay should focus on the character you have chosen to discuss. 

• (For your information, 1½ pages equals about 450 words.) 

 

Writing ideas: 

• You may write about a character’s connection with another character in the book. 

• You may write about how a character drives the plot in the book. 

• You may write about how your chosen character reflects real people in modern life. 

 

Requirements: 

• The report must be 1 ½ pages to 2 pages in length 

• Like all assignments completed outside of class, this report must be typed. 

• Be sure to use at least one quotation from the book to support your opinion.  

• Do not use more than one quotation in any one paragraph! 

 

Required Dates: 

• A polished draft for peer review is due in class on Tuesday, November 7, 2017. 

• The final draft is due in class on Thursday, November 9, 2017.



Essay Structure Checklist 
 

Student Name:  Essay Title:  
 

 
Introductory Paragraph:  
In a short essay, the first paragraph serves as a way for you to introduce your reader to your main idea. It often starts with a 
general statement which lets the reader know the nature of the subject to be discussed. Then, after a few narrowing 
sentences, it presents the reader with your limited thesis sentence. This approach gives the reader time to adjust to your 
focus. It also gives you a short time in which to grab the reader’s attention.  
 

ðItems to check in your introductory paragraph:  
 

¨ Use the introduction to set the tone of your paper. Start the introductory paragraph with a topic sentence that 
states generally what you will write about.  

¨ Follow the topic sentence with sentences that discuss the topic sentence.  
¨ Do not include your support or explanations in the introductory paragraph. Those come later.  
¨ Make the introductory paragraph proportional in size to the rest of the paper. The shorter the total paper, the shorter 

the introductory paragraph.  
¨ Do not use statements such as, “In this paper I shall attempt to prove that. . ,” or, “In my opinion. . . .”  
¨ Write your thesis sentence as the last sentence in the introductory paragraph. When writing your thesis 

statement, use a transitional phrase such as “Therefore” or “Thus” to start the thesis statement.  
 
Body Paragraphs:  
The body is the long middle section of the essay. It consists of one or more paragraphs. The job of body paragraphs is to 
give support and explanation. Whatever the thesis promises or needs (an explanation, an argument, a description), the body 
must deliver.  
 

ð Items to check in your body paragraphs: 
 

¨ Each body paragraph must have a topic sentence that establishes the point of the paragraph and that responds 
to the essay’s thesis.  

¨ Each body paragraph must do something to help the overall main idea (thesis). Broadly speaking, body paragraphs 
must explain the main idea, describe it, or argue for or against it.  

¨ The body must be as specific and concrete as you can make it. Vagueness and useless repetition are deadly.  
¨ The body must end up with a sensible arrangement of its paragraphs.  
 
Concluding Paragraph:  
The work of explaining and supporting the thesis is over when you come to the end of the body. But in an essay, an added 
last paragraph serves as a way for you to end the paper smoothly. It allows you to reinforce your main idea and to conclude 
things neatly.  
 

ð Items to check in your concluding paragraph: 
 

¨ Use the first sentence of the concluding paragraph to repeat the idea of the topic of the introductory paragraph. 
Although you will repeat or reinforce the same main idea which the introduction gave, do not use exactly the same 
words.  

¨ Let the discussion sentences in the concluding paragraph return the reader to each of the body paragraphs. Each 
discussion sentence in the concluding paragraph should briefly summarize a body paragraph. This will tie all of the 
paragraphs together into one unified essay.  

¨ Do not start the concluding paragraph with statements such as, “In conclusion . . ,” or, “In this paper I have attempted 
to prove that . . .”  

¨ Use the last sentence of the concluding paragraph to repeat the idea of your thesis sentence. Although you will 
repeat or reinforce the same main idea which the introduction gave, do not use exactly the same words. When writing 
your concluding sentence, always use a transitional phrase such as “Therefore” or “Thus” to start the sentence.  

 
Always use strong sentences in your essay that leave no room for doubt in the reader. 



Using Quotations in an Essay 
 

Inserting quotations in an essay is a simple process.  Anytime a quotation is used, always include 
the following three items: a signal phrase that introduces the quotation, the quotation itself that is 
set off with quotation marks, and a citation after the quotation that says where the information 
came from.  The highlighted text in the following excerpt will be the sample quotation for the 
examples that follow.  The excerpt is from an essay titled “Sundays With My Folks” by Harry 
Shimp and published in the journal Eclectica in 2000. The excerpt is found on page 34 of the 
journal. 
 

To a small boy, church was a time to sit painfully quiet deep down in the pew, 
drawing silently with a pencil on a small piece of paper, or leafing through the church 
bulletin, wishing there were pictures.  The pew in front of me seemed to be an 
impenetrable wall of wood, so usually I sat there, kicking my feet back and forth, 
somewhat bored, but suitably awed enough by my mother's presence that I never was truly 
unruly.  After seemingly interminable periods of sitting quietly, the organ would begin to 
play and we would all stand up and sing a hymn.  Well, maybe the adults sang a hymn, but 
I looked at the pages of the hymnal which my mom held low enough for me to see, and 
sang with a small boy's voice whatever came to mind.  I suppose I thought I was a great 
help in the general joyous noise.  My mom just kept singing. 

(Shimp, Harry. “Sundays With My Folks.” Electica. (2000): 34. Print) 
 
 

Example one: 
 
In his essay, “Sundays With My Folks”, the author states that, “The pew in front of 
me seemed to be an impenetrable wall of wood” (Shimp 34). 

 
1. The phrase In his essay, “Sundays With My Folks”, the author states that is the 

signal phrase and gives a general idea where the material came from and tells the 
reader why the quoted material is important. 

2. The phrase “The pew in front of me seemed to be an impenetrable wall of wood” 
is the actual quotation. 

3. The citation (Shimp 34) gives the name of the author and the page number where 
the quotation was found. 

 
Example two: 

In his essay, “Sundays With My Folks”, Harry Shimp remembers that, “The pew in 
front of me seemed to be an impenetrable wall of wood” (34). 

 
1. The phrase In his essay, “Sundays With My Folks”, Harry Shimp remembers that 

is the signal phrase, and it says specifically who the author is. 
2. The phrase “The pew in front of me seemed to be an impenetrable wall of wood” 

is the actual quotation. 
3. The citation (34) only gives the page number because the author’s name was 

given in the signal phrase. 
 

Exception: if the source material does not have a page number, give only the author’s 
last name in the citation 


